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Message Text 


1 . I NOW THINK IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO TRY TO PROMOTE A 
GAMASY- WEIZMAN MEETING BEFORE THE LONDON GET TOGETHER. 
AFTER THE EGYPTIAN COUNTER PROPOSAL, BEGIN AND HIS CABINET 
ARE NOT ABOUT TO ALLOW WEIZMAN TO INTRODUCE "NEW ELEMENTS" 

IN ORDER TO STIMULATE TALKS WITH GAMASY. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
TRUE OF NEW ELEMENTS LIKE AN EXPRESSION OF ISRAELI 
WILLINGNESS (1) TO RETURN THE WEST BANK AND GAZA TO JORDAN AND 
EGYPT; (2) TO AGREE IN PRINCIPLE TO WITHDRAW TO THE '67 
LINES; (3) TO SETTLE THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IN ALL ITS 
ASPECTS. IF WE COULD GET THE BEGIN GOVERMNET TO AGREE TO 
ANY OR ALL OF THESE ELEMENTS, WE COULD ASPIRE TO SOMETHING 
OF A GOOD DEAL MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN ANOTHER GAMASY- 
WEIZMAN MEETING. 


2. I ALSO DO NOT THINK WE COULD GET ANY MILEAGE OUT OF 
WEIZMAN ATTEMPTING TO INTERPRET THE ISRAELI ANSWERS TO 
OUR TWO QUESTIONS. UNLIKE DAYAN, HE IS NOT MUCH GOOD AT EX- 
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PLAINING AWAY INCONSISTENCIES, AND BESIDES SINCE HE OPPOSED 
THE ANSWERS IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE PROBABLY WOULD NOT HAVE 
MUCH STOMACH FOR TRYING TO RESUSITATE THEM. 


3. FINALLY, I FEAR THAT SUCH A MEETING BEFORE LONDON WOULD 
SIMPLY CONFUSE JUST ABOUT EVERYBODY ON WHO WAS TALKING TO 
WHOM WHERE AND ABOUT WHAT. IT SEEMS TO ME BETTER TO KEEP 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THE DAYAN-KAMEL MEETING CLEARLY AND SINGLY IN OUR SIGHTS 
AS THE NEXT STEP, AND THEN DECIDE AFTER LONDON WHEN A SUB- 
SEQUENT GAMASY-WEIZMAN DISCUSSION COULD BE USEFUL. 

4. INDEED, ONE CAN IMAGINE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH GETTING 
THE DEFENSE MINISTERS TOGETHER COULD BE PRODUCTIVE. IF 
THE FOREIGN MINISTERS' DISCUSSION GETS ANYWHERE ON SECURITY 
ISSUES, AS HERMANN SUGGESTS, WEIZMAN-GAMASY COULD FOLLOW 
UP LATER. THERE COULD BE AN ARRANGEMENT AT EL ARISH AND 
BEERSHEVA IN WHICH THE FOREIGN MINISTERS AND DEFENSE MINISTERS 
ALTERNATE THEIR MEETINGS. THAT WOULD GET SINAI BACK 

INTO THE NEGOTIATING PICTURE. FINALLY, WE MAY NEED 
TO GET WEIZMAN-GAMASY AGAIN IN DIRECT CONTACT IN ORDER TO 
GIVE SOME LIFE TO THE PEACE PROCESS IF THE KAMEL-DAYAN 
TALKS BOMB OUT COMPLETELY. BUT ANY OF THESE POSSIBILITIES 
SHOULD IN MY JUDGMENT BE CONSIDERED AFTER, RATHER THAN 
BEFORE LONDON. 

5. ONE LAST POINT IN RESPONSE TO HERMANN'S QUESTION ABOUT 
WHAT PM BEGIN'S PURPOSE IS IN WANTING A GAMASYAVEIZMAN 
MEETING. THERE IS NO SIMPLE ANSWER. FIRST, I AM CONVINCED 
BEGIN INCREASINGLY SEES THE NEED FOR REVIVING A 

DIRECT LINK WITH THE EGYPTIANS. REVIVING THE GAMASY/ 

WEIZMAN CONTACT OFFERS A QUICK, LOW-COST WAY OF RENEWING 
THE DIALOGUE. SECONDLY, BEGIN S SKIN IS NO THICKER THAN 
ANY OTHER POLITICIAN'S AND THE CHARGE OF INTRANSIGENCE IS 
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INCREASINGLY NETTLING. I DO NOT ACCEPT THE PROPOSITION 

THAT BEGIN REVELS IN A MODE OF INFLEXIBILITY. HE IS 

EVERY BIT AS ALERT AS WE AND THE EGYPTIANS TO THE IMPLICATIONS 

OF A FAILURE OF THE SADAT INITIATIVE. BUT ONE OF 

HIS HANG-UPS HAS BEEN THAT UNTIL RECENTLY HE HAS CLUNG 

TO THE HOPE THAT SOMEHOW ANOTHER SADAT-BEGIN SUMMIT MIGHT 

BE MANAGED. I THINK HE FINALLY NOW UNDERSTANDS THIS IS 

NOT IN THE CARDS IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. THUS HE IS 

MORE INCLINED TO BLESS THE INITIATIVES OF HIS SUBORDINATES, 

EVEN INCLUDING THOSE OF HIS PUTATIVE SUCCESSOR F.7.F.R 
WEIZMAN, WHOSE PUBLIC POPULARITY WITH SADAT REMAINS PSY- 
CHOLOGICALLY GALLING AND EVEN THREATENING TO BEGIN. 

FINALLY, WEIZMAN WORKED ON BEGIN AND THE CABINET FOR SIX 
WEEKS TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO TRY FOR ANOTHER MEETING. 

WITH CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY HE WAS EVENTUALLY ABLE TO 
PARLAY THE GAMASY LETTER INTO CABINET AGREEMENT THAT HE 
COULD TRY TO MEET WITH GAMASY OUTSIDE EGYPT. BUT THAT 
CONCURRENCE ON THE PART OF BEGIN & CO. FOLLOWED THE 
ISRAELI RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTIONS. WEIZMAN WAS REQUIRED 
TO HEW TO THE LINE OF THE CABINET RESPONSE. TO USE A 
LITTLE UNDERSTATEMENT, HIS LETTER THEREFORE CONTAINED NO 
NEW ELEMENTS WHICH WOULD BE ENCOURAGING TO SADAT. 
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